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The effect of COVID 19 to the police
Abstract
Coronavirus pandemic has greatly affected law enforcement agencies, like other sectors in the United States of America. The police have been in the front line in the fight of Coronavirus and also keeping the Country safe. Many of their services have been affected by the COVID 19 pandemic, like the staff on the duty and the response to the crime. Some of the law enforcement agencies like the state police and the sheriffs have changed in the way they operate because of the coronavirus. Most of the law enforcement agencies have been trying to manage social consequences while they provide social protection to their communities. New strategies put in place such as social distancing at work has helped them continue their professional work efficiently.








Introduction
Police in the United States, have been affected in their profession of law enforcement. Apart from their work as police they also make sure the threat against the COVID 19 is neutralized. They make sure the state laws for fighting against the coronavirus are applied by the American citizens. They make sure social distance is implemented and the country lockdown is effected. Some of the police have died from the COVID 19 virus while others have contracted the virus on the line of the duty (Desai and Patel, 2020).  This has made all United States law enforcement agencies provide new strategies during work to reduce the exposure of the COVID 19 while working. Coronavirus has already affected their profession as law enforcement agencies. Some of the police officers were exposed to the COVID 19 virus thus there is a lack of manpower in the police department while others have been deployed to help in fighting coronavirus.
How COVID 19 has affected police professional
Law enforcement professional has been greatly affected by the coronavirus pandemic professionally. As law enforcement agencies, each agency has its professional role in the United States but during this time of the COVID 19 pandemic, they both have to do work assigned to them apart from their law enforcement (Sen-Crowe, et al., 2020). For example, the NYPD has been given the mandate to help the social distance order, and also they are also involved in the response of COVID 19 cases.
Some of the people call the sheriffs to help to get if the coronavirus cases emerge, the sheriffs coordinates with the medics so that the patient can be treated. The numbers of the police doing their normal professional work have reduced because the other police are signed different duties in the fight of the Coronavirus (Desai and Patel, 2020). This has been experienced by the law number of the State Police and Sheriffs reporting to crime scenes.  People have reported a very slow response of the police to the crime scenes. This is unlike the period before the coronavirus pandemic in which they were fast responding to the alerts.
The death of the policemen and other law enforces also has changed the professional work of the police. Death of some of the police officers and law enforcers who were good at their work left a gap in police service (Desai and Patel, 2020).   For example in Chicago, there are confirmed cases of death of the police officers and other senior officers. Their death has affected many police working on their duties because some of them used to be the leaders or their partner's policy during work. Losing a partner they are used to work with is difficult and it might need professional guidance to come out of it.
Large numbers of law enforcement agencies especially in the areas where the spread of COVID 19 is of high risk have recorded a large number of the law enforcement officers contracting the virus. In Michigan, Midwest, and Chicago police departments have reported more than 100 police officers who have tested positive to the COVID 19 pandemic (Sen-Crowe, et al., 2020). While in Chicago they have confirmed more than 500 members were not on duty because of the coronavirus pandemic. This is a large number of police officers that have contracted the virus in all states. Other departments such as NYPD, LAPD have also been reporting a high number of positive cases for coronavirus.
Police are at high risk like the medics because their professional work involves socializing with the people. With a large number of the police out at home, the police departments are almost empty with few services offered. The numbers of police patrols have reduced and the reaction to alarm alerts has also reduced especially in Chicago. When a high number of police are not at work their professional work is not carried out perfectly (Sen-Crowe, et al., 2020).  Police that used to work in pairs cannot work together because their partners have been assigned another duty. In Chicago, most of the police checks have been reduced because the numbers of the police available do not allow them to be many like the previous times before COVID 19.
The police have also been affected by the delay of the courts in prosecution of the offenses when they arrest law offenders. Because most of the courts have also been affected by the COVID 19 pandemic most of them have been postponed cases and the process of prosecution is not fast as it was before (Sen-Crowe, et al., 2020). Pending of the cases means the police may retain suspects in the police stations. The sick police officers, who were in charge of some of the cases, may not be available during prosecution of the suspects thus justice may not be served properly as expected when another office becomes in charge.
According to Desai and Patel (2020), the rates of criminal cases have also reduced during this period of COVID 19 pandemic. The number of reported cases has reduced in the police departments, which has helped the police to reduce the number of officers that do patrols, especially in the community's areas. The number of cases of murder has reduced in the States like Ohio from 200 to 50 and in Chicago number of the crime reports to Chicago police department has reduced by 60% which is a good margin. This happened from the day when the lockdown measures were started to be implemented across the United State.
Many people are at home, thus there are a few cases of house breaks and other related criminal offenses. In some states such as Texas where there were reported cases of gangs, the gang activities have reduced and they are trying to keep safe in their houses. This has an effect on the police professional; the police have reduced their efforts to keep people safe with their daily routine car patrons and checkpoints. Most of their efforts are placed in the fight against COVID 19 pandemic and keep the communities safe from the pandemic by making sure they are following the laws provided during the Coronavirus pandemic (Desai and Patel, 2020).  
How the police are reinventing the workplace as a result of COVID-19 as to their legal profession
Police officers have been affected by this pandemic this is because a lot of them have tested positive to the COVID 19 (Sen-Crowe, et al., 2020). Most of them are at home for quarantining while others are at the hospitals receiving medical services. States like Chicago were affected by the high number of law enforcement officers testing positive to the COVID 19 pandemic. The police department comes out with ways to stop the spread of the pandemic within the departments.
Some of the strategies police have chosen to stop the spread of the coronavirus include; police officers are provided with protective gear to wear during their work. Especially NYPD during social distance implementation law, most of them have the face mask and the gloves. Other police departments such as State police have been given guidelines on how to deal with the emergencies and the officers who are assigned for the COVID 19 case they are given different guidelines so that they may not be exposed to the virus. In the offices of the police departments, there is social distancing.
According to Bedford, et al., (2020), the officers in the stations have been staged at distances, and cleanliness is ensured in the police department. The people who want to report the cases are encouraged to call from home, but when they are at the station they keep the social distance from the officer to serve them. Most of the police department police are assigned to work in remote areas and keep people safe from there. This is made to decongest the police departments so that social distancing can be met in the police station.
The police officers have been assigned to regular use of PPE to make sure police from duty call and those who are going to work are tested for the virus. The arrests for minor offenses have been stopped to reduce the number of people that are in the police cells. The police activities have been reduced such as roadblocks with the state police and police patrols. The officers were educated about the pandemic thus most of them try to keep safe during their work (Bedford, et al 2020).
How the police work in accordance to their professionals during COVID-19 pandemic despite changes in their daily activities.
Through proper preparation, police are able to carry their duties as law enforcement while they are at home. For example, picking the calls for emergency and making patrols then returning to their homes. They make sure police at the department know what they are doing during work like during emergencies (Bedford, et al., 2020). They have effected social distancing law but they still arrest criminals because they have taken enough precautions during the arrests. Communication is important during this COVID 19 pandemic the police have increased long-distance communication through videos and calls that have helped the officers assigned in the regions respond to the emergency. This has led to collaborations with other law enforcement agencies such as NYPD, state police, sheriffs, and LAPD (Ermasova, et al., 2020). The integration in the communication between these law enforcement agencies and others like the FBI has led the law to be enforced. Some of the police officers have started going beyond law enforcement duties by helping the vulnerable but still maintaining their professionals. They help in the distribution of the medical supplies and food to the communities that need that support. 
Changes in the police profession due to the Effect of COVID 19
Law enforcement agencies have realized they can work from home and they can have effective work through good communication. This working procedure may continue working even after coronavirus pandemic (Desai and Patel, 2020).  Most of the police departments may need to recruit more police officers and other law enforcement agencies because some of the police officers are dead because of the COVID 19 pandemic and others are still in the hospital in critical condition. Sharing of information may remain a high priority in law enforcement by different agencies to maintain the law.
Conclusion
Police have a big role in the stropping the COVID 19 pandemic, most of them have taken the responsibility of keeping the communities safe. As a result, some of them have been infected by the virus while others died because of the virus. Law enforcement agencies have put in place measures to stop the spread of the virus within their departments. Some of the law enforcement agencies especially in the highly affected areas at risk with but they keep on with their professional duties despite changes that occur during the work because of the COVID 19 virus.  


References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bedford, J., Enria, D., Giesecke, J., Heymann, D. L., Ihekweazu, C., Kobinger, G., ... & Ungchusak, K. (2020). COVID-19: towards controlling of a pandemic. The Lancet, 395(10229), 1015-1018.
Desai, A. N., & Patel, P. (2020). Stopping the spread of COVID-19. Jama, 323(15), 1516-1516.
Ermasova, N., Cross, A. D., & Ermasova, E. (2020). Perceived Stress and Coping Among Law Enforcement Officers: an Empirical Analysis of Patrol Versus Non-patrol Officers in Illinois, USA. Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology, 1-16.
Sen-Crowe, B., McKenney, M., & Elkbuli, A. (2020). Social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic: Staying home save lives. The American Journal of Emergency Medicine.

